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derived from the checklist on health research priority setting. 1 A three-stage consultation process was developed to enable the inclusion of a broad range of different stakeholders. In stage one, four workshops of 1 day each were held. Each focused on a diff erent research domain: reproductive, maternal, and child health; communicable diseases; healthy lifestyles; and health systems. These four research domains are aligned with the key result areas of the Papua New Guinea National Health Plan 2011-20. 4 During these workshops, technical experts brainstormed on the values that should underlie the development of the agenda, discussed which health areas were relevant to the agenda within each research domain, and identified 10-15 research topics for each research domain. In stage two, during a workshop of 2 days, senior
The Papua New Guinea national health and HIV research agenda National health research agendas are important for helping to allocate funding to research areas of greatest need, and for aiding countries that receive donor funding to develop ownership and control over their national health research portfolios. 1 However, before 2013, Papua New Guinea did not have an agenda of this kind. Here, we describe the development of the Papua New Guinea National Health and HIV Research Agenda (NHHRA) for 2013-18.
The Papua New Guinea Health Research Policy 2 calls for research in the country to target national health priorities. The NHHRA is the answer to this call. It includes the fi rst high-level research agenda for all areas of health in Papua New Guinea. Under this highlevel agenda, it is envisioned that more detailed lists of strategic research priorities for specifi c health areas can subsequently be developed (such as for tuberculosis, cancer, HIV, child health, or environmental health). The NHHRA also includes the fi rst list of strategic research priorities for HIV. By starting with HIV, this priority-setting exercise drew on the lessons learned from developing and implementing the National Research Agenda for HIV and AIDS in Papua New Guinea 2008-13. 3 The strategic research priorities for HIV are intended to function as an example for the future development of research priorities for other health areas.
Overarching guidance for the development of the programme and the methods that led to the establishment of the NHHRA were © 2014 World Health Organization; licensee Elsevier. This is an Open Access article published without any waiver of WHO's privileges and immunities under international law, convention, or agreement. This article should not be reproduced for use in association with the promotion of commercial products, services or any legal entity. There should be no suggestion that WHO endorses any specifi c organisation or products. The use of the WHO logo is not permitted. This notice should be preserved along with the article's original URL
Domain
Research topic The NHHRA is an important new step in strengthening the health research system of Papua New Guinea. 6 A crucial next measure for Papua New Guinea will be the establishment of a national health research grants programme, funded by both government and development partners, and governed by a new national health research council. This measure is promoted in the newly published Papua New Guinea Health Research Policy 2 and was strongly endorsed by workshop participants. Australian Aid, a key development partner to Papua New Guinea, has shown support for a national grants programme, 6 and workshop participants hoped that other partners might follow. Such a programme could build on the experience gained with grants administration in the area of HIV research in Papua New Guinea.
A country's process of health research planning, funding, and evaluation should be a continuous cycle. The NHHRA makes recommendations for Papua New Guinea's health research technical and policy stakeholders refi ned and prioritised these topics. In stage three, during a 1-day workshop, specialised technical experts developed a more detailed list of strategic research priorities for HIV. A more detailed description of how the agenda was developed will be published on the website of the Papua New Guinea National Department of Health. The report can also be obtained from the corresponding author.
Participants identified the most important values that should inform the NHHRA, proposing that research topics focus on vulnerable populations, improve the health system of Papua New Guinea, and contribute to decision-making and policy-making (appendix). After research topics were identified for all the relevant health areas (appendix), participants agreed on a final ranked list of 60 research priorities for all areas of health in Papua New Guinea. The table presents the top 20 research priorities from the fi nal ranked list (the appendix shows the full list, including participants' views on why each research topic is important). Retrospectively, all 60 research topics were compared by two authors (RFV and GC) to Frenk's classification of four research types. 5 This comparison noted that very few topics related to biomedical research or to clinical efficacy research, and that there was a strong focus on epidemiology (26 research topics) and health systems research (41 research topics) across all four research domains. For the area of HIV, participants agreed on a list of 32 more detailed strategic research priorities (appendix). The top ten HIV strategic research priorities were: research on geographic distribution, size estimations, highrisk practices and HIV/sexually transmitted infection serology among key affected populations; research on adult and paediatric HIV, sexually transmitted infection, and HIV-related opportunistic infection treatment, management, monitoring, and outcomes; research on prevention
